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Reproduction of small Japanese field mouse (Apodemus argenteus) used nest box in
Kano district of Shunan city, Yamaguchi prefecture (2).

Hiroshi TanAkAa and Kanako HiGasHl and Eiji Hosor

Abstruct

Reproductive activity and activity pattern of the small Japanese field mouse was studied in
woodland. The present surveys were carried from October in 2010 and December in 2012.
Inspections of all nest boxes were conducted more than one time in one month. In total, 43 mother-
neonate groups were found in nest boxes from August in 2011 to May in 2012. The mean litter size
was 4.6 £1.5. The body weight of mothers were more than 15.0g. The breeding season of 4.
argenteus in this survey area seemed to be at least August through May. We concluded that the small

Japanese field mice active at night and arboreal movements increase in spring and autumn.
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